
Is your watershed ready for the next big rain?

Healthy Watersheds Begin on Private Lands
To learn more about the Red River Basin’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) watershed planning efforts and watershed protection visit:

redriverretentionauthority.net 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.



Healthy watersheds in the Red River basin are essential for farmers 
and ranchers to sustain livestock and crop production.

While no single approach will eliminate flood damages in the basin, 
we do know that conservation practices applied as a whole-farm 
system, along with water retention projects, will reduce surface and 
subsurface runoff.

There are currently 20 watershed projects being planned by 
seven Minnesota watershed districts and six North Dakota water 
resource districts and you may live in or have land in one of these 
watersheds. Visit redriverretentionauthority.net to see watershed 
map.

When landowners work to improve water management on private 
lands, they also help provide the Red River basin with stable 
waterways, safe drinking water and healthy habitat for fish and 
wildlife.

Since 2011, the RRRA and 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service have 
partnered on private lands 
and with watershed districts 
to retain nearly 21,000 acre/
feet of flood retention.

Red River Retention Authority
1120 28th Ave N., Suite B
Fargo, ND 58102

In May of 2015, the Red River Retention Authority entered into an agreement with USDA NRCS to develop watershed plans in the Red River 
Basin to retain water and reduce flood damages in the Basin.  The Red River Retention Authority (RRRA) received $12 million to work with local 
watershed districts in developing small watershed plans using NRCS Small Watershed Program planning criteria.
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